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Fabric-Covered Walls. Fabrics are now being used frequently
to cover one, two, three, or four walls in a room. They may be
attached to the walls, hung loosely, or stretched on frames so that
they can be removed for cleaning. Some fabrics for wall cover-
ings are backed with a plastic coating so they can be cleaned
with a damp cloth. The purchaser should realize that usually
only solid colors or unobtrusive patterns should be considered
when such a large quantity of material is employed.

Unattached fabrics can be hung to cover entire walls by nailing
them to a molding at the ceiling line. They can be pleated,
gathered, or just eased orvdepending partly on the stiffness of the
fabric. Gingham, toile, corduroy, raw silk, chintz, brocade, canvas,
denim, or, in fact, almost any firm material is usable. This method
is ideal for persons who live in rented places and wish to take their
improvements with them when they move. See pages 302 and 314.

Fabrics to be attached to a wall should be firmly woven, such
as canvas, linen, or burlap. Where texture is to be emphasized,
grass cloth, which comes in many varieties, is the best material.
Where pattern is desired, ginghams and percales in checks, plaids,
and small floral patterns are attractive. Leatherette makes an ap-
propriate finish in a book room, a den, or a man's room. Dull-
finished oilcloth for walls comes in acceptable designs and is
practical, for it cleans well and wears well.

It is sometimes desirable to cover only a part of each wall with
a fabric. The upper two-thirds can be a fabric, with a molding
and a dado below. Fabric-covered panels can be placed on the
wall behind a sofa or a bed; generally the same material should ap-
pear elsewhere, possibly all over the opposite wall, or as a bed-
spread, or draperies. Panels are easily made by tacking a narrow
wooden lath around a space and stretching or pleating the fabric
over this, using small tacks. Sometimes the edge is covered with a
narrow wood molding.

A family with an artist member, even an amateur, should provide
some canvas-covered walls for personal mural paintings. Chil-
dren's rooms, recreation rooms, and bathrooms might well be
settings for bold amateur experiments in murals. See page 212.
When the family is tired of the painting it can be expunged with
paint remover; then a coat of paint or another decoration can be
applied.